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Winter, 2012 News

Pathfinder in Winter: Up here in New Hampshire vege experiacing a mild winter, with abovaverage
temperatures, and snowfalell below average| calledGord Baker at Algonquin Outfitteduring the second

week of January to get a report on the winter sinféire Algonquin Park region. Gordportsthat winter was off

to a slow start in Muskoka. They had a few storms early on, which all melted away. By Christmas week, there was
some snow on the ground. January has brought more snow, and there may be a foot or so in thelBkek. The

are pretty well frozen over.

| thought you would enjoy this photo taken by Charlie Kattgst winter on a trip to thisland. He and group of
current andecent staff members from thertheastern United States and Canada spent a winter weekend on the
island.
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Algonquin Campership Fund: The appeal for donations ftte Campership Fund should have been
delivered to you, by mail, in early December. If you did not get one, that is because we have a bafbagdtess
You can update ajfour contact information with Sladdsradcanoes09@gmail.com

Scott Forsythchair of the steering committee for the fuade n t me some information ab«
reports that total donatiofigr last yeawere $70,373, a record for tharkd, which started in September, 2000.

Each donor can choose whether their gift is to be credited to the endgWenentrent yeagrants or split

between the two options. If you do not specify how tagiede your gift, 5@ercents credited to the endowment,

and 50percento current use. The market value of the endowment is $282,975. The earnings from the endowment
will support future grants.

Because of the generosity of donors, the fund madesgo®33,629 for the 2011 camping season. In 2010 grants
totaled $28,164If you have any questions about the fund, or would like to receive an annual appeal letter, please
contact Scott agforsyth@frontiernet.net

You can make your donation on line to the Rochester Area Community Foundation, who is the administrator of the
funds, at http://www.racf.org/tabid/289/Defaudtspx?fg=1007Make your donation aline, by choosing the
Algonquin Campership Furidit is the first listed organizatiory.our employer may also match gifts.

Alumni Profile T Chris Brackley
Written by Michael Sladden
Pathfinder -- The Professional Connection: Chris Brackley, Cartographer
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Many Pathfindertaff memberswrite their college essays about experiences on the Righfirip trailand the

impact Gmp life has made on theinikewise, mary Pathfinder@umni are in professions linked in some way to

their Pathfinder experiencefRathfinderhas produced plenty of business managers, lawyers, doctors, financiers and
engineers.| beliewve that, no matter the care®athfinder vauesplay outin the outlooks, work ethics afadgment

of our alumni.But CampPathfindeboass a lotof former campers and staff in education, coaching, sciences,
resource margement, and outdoor recreation.

One alumnus with anigue connection betweelis Pathfinder years ahhis careerpathiSshr i s Br ac k|l ey
6 9 0Whgat began atamp with map and compass earth hjlesl thewell-knownmap of Pathfinder Island, has

grown into a career geofessional cartographerqatucing maps of allikds for paying customer€&€hrisrecently

added Canadian Geographic Magazine to histifuié client list.

Brack isa Toronto native anlifelong Canoe Lake cottagee startedit Pathfindeas an Ottawaamper, and he
movedthrough theanks in Maé andLancés program in the 680s and 690s,
director.His love of Algongin Park and of trippindlossomedat Pathfinder

In addition to working in the regular summer program, Cheigan working Jun€rewat age 17, alongside Trip
Pierson and Alex Thomsamhen thg rebuiltthe Swim Dockn 1991 He became a prand posiseason regular,
working power crev and guidingschool groupsAs he workedvith Erik Willers, Adam MollenbergMike Floyd,
Karl Doerch, Mike Sladden and others, théseg seasonsen CPlspurredafascination with the beauty and
ecology of tke island andhe ark He developed an interestambitiousoutdoor teaching along with Pathfinder
maintenanceWe see the influendeom this tme period in ouprogram ad facilitiestoday.

Chrisgraduatedrom McGill University in 1996with a wildlife resources degree. keote athesison park

management, loggingndenvironmental education. He became interested in the public policy behind Algonquin
Par kds Malandreark pdhtica emprongise ovecompeting use interestsnactedn 1974.He and Erik

Willers spentthe spring aftethis graduatiorcompasshiking theoff-trail AlgonquinPark land around Canoe and

Source LakedHe recalls thinkingiHow could | have grownpon Canoe Lake and never walked more ttzh

meters behind my cottage,agdu i ded f or Pathfinder and not wal ked of

The naturalisErnest Thompson Setpfounder of the Woodcraft Movememtasalso an important inspiration to

Brack.In fact, Pathfindemwasoriginally identifiedasa Woodcraft Camp for Boys. We owe Noonwtie Omaha

Tribal Prayer, the Council Fire format, etc. to Sefohrisis actuallya relation of Setarwhowashi s gr andf at
greatunte. Set ond6s Mavaneninspirddthousaus of boys in the earlyventiethcentury. Seton

celebratedh personal connection to naturespired people to respect and emulate Indiansadudcatedhe merits

of just being in the wood#t this time the bulk of the Mrth American population was no longer living ral

lands buin urban space$Some outstandingummer camps were foded in response.

In the summer of 199&Jature Lorewas going to be offhe program because Lancewasn at c¢ca mp. How
Chrisintroducedhis ownEarth Lore programafter reading v e V a n Sulkhip Eaghitarth Lore included

camper activity periods spent on teploring the backside wood$ Pathfinder $land, and halflays spent

busiwhacking the hills around Source Lake. Map and compass sklie central. So was a spirit of exploring
Brackds mission statement read, in part:

fiThrough positive experiential Nature education which focuses on finding personal
connections to the Earth, Earth Lore strives to stimulate people to reassess the \althey
attribute to the rest of Nature, and in so doing, aims to promote selinderstanding, and
encourage people to consider Nature in their day to day and life decision®



Brack felt that he had traveled the Pdikd £ e p 0 t o i t sEaih horewaould helgamperdaedtatf .
wake up to the complexity, connections and beauty of the Algonquaystemn. The home island waprime
location to helgcampers make j@ersonal connection to the natural world. One of his projectsnamgan island
map with thecamperslsing a compass, aerial photogla s ur v e y o r dstablishdd ¢he positiortoh e y
buildings andsland landmarksBrack then sent a winter hanenaking the artful originamap As we know, prints
of this map hangn homes all over North America, a talisman of our affinity for Pathfinder.
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The Pathfinder map led to a desirese@moredetail inpark mapsBrack persuadestaff to usetopographical maps
andincludeearth hikeoncanodrips @ Seei ng t he | evel of detail in 1:10,
thrilling interest in how empowering they were, 0 he
understand the land forrthe hidden logging features. And our map history was so impoverished, tied as it had
been for so |l ong to the Al bytowhichornlymdeheéateythematgsdddeftallhi ¢ h w
el se in the huge Park as Othere be dragonsd bl ank s

Eventually, Chrisspentan entire winter handraftinganencyclopedianap. He did anarkup of the 130po sheets

in 1:50,000that coverAlgonquinPark usinghistorical content from Pathfind@rcollection éold parkmaps

dating back many year§hey hachotes from past Headmen, showiagerything from campsites and portages to

the meandering height of lan@dnger cabindjistoric and nature zonelde then scanned the sheets and segmented

them for output as 8 x 1lidch segmentgerfect fodamination and se on our canoe tripsleadmen today stilise
histoposto augment theirtripmag@ T h e r e wie Dppartunityatsreinveraspects of the iwamp ativities
andinfluences orthe Trip Saff. It was about how people thought whiteey were orthe trailp Christold me. He

credi tsnatwredre pregfama nd Macb6s encouragement . i Manty pomt ms e | f
AtopointB t ri pping, 06 despite himself bei ngGraualyrwdiuct an
became more aware sbmething else happening behind that veil of trees along the canae route



Br ac k 6 s rRagstethtb inaredccarigraphic projects. He did a hanthide map of @noe Lake and itsistory
with author Gaye Clemson. Environmental wiwllowed in Halifax,mapping protected lands there the
Ecology Action Centre. fien he enrolled &ir Sanford=lemingCollege in cartography. He learned the digital
world of GIS mappingwhich wasat that time aevolution basedn orbiting satellite networks.

TodayChris Brackleyis an independent business owner withliféspartner AngiGoodkey. Afteworking at

University of Toronto on online maps as part of the HistbAtks of Canada project, they foundéas the Crow

Fliesd for independent work. Thdyavebeen sadcted by Canadian Geographic Magazinetbdoe publ i cat i
maps for monthly issues.

Though they make many kinds of maps, rooted in precision informatigin signature styletill has the personal
handmade flavor of hifathfindermap Brack saydis new clientssee it andvant their maps to have a similar
feel.

Brack has kept close to thégonquinPark and Campathfinder He madean AA trip historymap in 2011 (see it
on the Camp web papeandreturned to CPin fall 2011 to take the measurements &n updated versioof the
island maghatw e 6 | | produce in obser.vance of the Campbés cen

sladds

Temagami

As Pathfinder prepares for the 99th season, | thought that you might be interested in a little tripping
history. For roughly the first half of thexistence of theamp, the vast majority of trips were taken in
Algonquin Park. We do have stories of tripd_ake of Bays, and down the South River to South River
Village in the west, amhtrips that ended outside tharR on the east side toward the town of Petawawa.
After approximately the first 50 years, the trips began to venture farther afield. Ithizdbecame

possible as the highways were improved. In 1960, Pat Hodgson led a trip from the Park to the city of
North Bay. In 1963, Pathfinder took its first trip to Temagaaaoff Briggs was on this trip, and he
writes:

I have enjoyed the alumni news and thought | would send wftatation | have on what
wassuggested to be the first Pathfinder Temagami trip when it went out in Ta8§.on

that trip were Dave (Mother) BonreHeadman, and twoeé8ondmen Geof Briggs and
Sandy Gagel have an old postcard that | sent home to my parents in Buffalo from the Bear
Island HBC stordhatis postmarked Temagami and has a grainy b&w photo of the island
and store. It was a great ti@p big wind, big water, boatip 8 many memories. Sandy told

me of some campers he remembered being on the tri;md@ sure of those mentioned but

he will probably send his memories along to you or Mac Rand

Also, Bill Swift, Jr. came upom bag of old mapsinhmot her 6 s ¢ ainm OutfittemstlastAl gon q u
spring Included was thistripwrita p f r om Dave Bonnerds trip to Ter
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Pathfinder trip to Temagaml Provineial Forest: July 30-Aug 14th\}963

Route: starting near Marten River, south of Temagaml Provincial Forest

at Loon Bay. Then Red Cedar, Temagami River, Surveyor Lake, TemaRaml River
Cross Lake, Temagamli Lake, Sharp Rock Inlet, Diamond Lake, Lady Evelyn Lk,
Sugker Gut Lake, Willow Island Lake, North Lady Evelyn River (South Chann |
el), Diamond Lake, Straight Lake, Wakimika Lake, Wakikimika River,

Obabika Lake, Obabika Inlet, Lake Tema i. Reoutfitting at Bear Island.
Then Diamond, North Lady Evelyn River (South Channel), Divide or Katherine
Lake, N.Lady Evelyn River, South Lady Evelyn R, Florence River, Florence
Lake, Florence River, BlueSucker Lake, Yorston River, Mudchannel Lake,
Yorston R,. SBeagram Lake, Yorston Lake, Sturgeon River, Obabika River,
Wawiagama Lake?Round), Obabika Lake, Obabika Inlet, Lake Temakami

Stayed at:lst: Temagami River (below lst rapid)

2nd: Lake Temagami (3 mile S. of Bear Is.)
3rd: Diamond Lake

4th: Lady Evelyn Lake (Top of Lake)

5th: Wakimika Lake 1

6th: Wakimika Lake

Tth: Lake TemaRami (Baar Island)

8th: Diamond Lake

9th: North Lady Evelyn R (just above Divide or Katherine Lake)
10th: Florence Lake
11th: #levence Lake
12th:: Yorsto Lake
13th: Upper Yoode Falls (Sturgeon River)
l4th: Round Lake (or Wawiagama Lake)
15th:: (train to Hville-)

General: Portages are short and good, but in most cases, rocky. ¥or more
detalled infpormation on location of portages, Camp Keewaydin
has maps ( 4"to the mile) and does much tripping throughout the
area, The green L&F maps do not have portages marked, but are
generally accurate as to the terrain and water formetions. Some
other maps are available in the area, but are not detailed
enough for canoe trippbing.

Bear Island, Lake Temagami, has a post of the Hudason's Bay Co,
with ahl necessary supplies including hard goods, a post office,
telxephone, and Chief ger station and tower. The manager

of the store, Mr, Eric Leach(spelling uncertain), was good enoukl
to cash a check for us, .
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EBripping areas: Generally, eastward and south of Lake Temagamil 1s settled

" and populated with cottages and lodges with boats, North and t
east to the Montreal River from Temagaml Lake 1s good for shorte
trips, according to Keewaydin, The best areas are to the North-

: west and West, however, 2 %

?1sh1ng= Smallmouth bass, Pickeral, Great Northern Pike,Lake Trout and |
Speckled Trout are the prdminent fish in the area. We found
Pickeral and Lake Trout; in Temagami; Lake Trout in Yorston,
and BlaeSucker; parts of the Lady Evelyn River have Speckled,
Lally Evelyn Lake has Pickeral, and Bass and Pike are in a gres
number of the lakes.






